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Winten Meeling Review

Ouwr final wintern membership meeting, and concluding Lecture in our Mind-cowrse
on mushroom Ldentification was an unqualigied success.

The Largest numben of people evern fo atfend one of cwr meetings was present fo
hean Dn. Ristich give one of his popularn, ententaining and {nformative Lectunres.
This Larnge assemblage occwvied despite the fact that the meeting was not open fo
the general public.

It {8 intenesting to note that each meeting during the wintern drew more people
than the previous meeting. This {s attrnibutable to having a winten meeling sdite,
and £o presenting a variely of (nteresting proghams.

Fach of oun Rectunens during the Mini-counse « § mushroom Ldentification, Mu. Stan
TyLen, Mr. Neal Macdonald, Mus. Greta Tunchick, Mr. Vie Gambino, and Da. Sam
"Ristich ane to be thanked forn thein effornts,

We. wish to also express our appreciation to Mrs. Grace Gambino and M. and Mws. John
Sudof for thein effonts in providing regreshments during these meetings.

New Members

We wish to welcome Mr. Alec Fednen of Rumson, N.J. into oun club. Mr. Fedlnen 44
the Chainman of NAMA's McTlvaine Foray, and we shouwld congradulate ounselves on

his membenship. . -

Also foining us arne Mn. and Mwa. Bunji Tagawa of Brookfyn, N.Y.

NAMA's Mclfuaine Foray

As previousfy amnounced NAMA's Annual Foray willf be held this year at Dartmouth
College, New Hampshine, August 29&h, 30%h and 31st. Club membenrs, due fo oun
assoclation with NAMA ane eligable to atifend. ' ,

We wifl print furthesn information on this foray 4in a Laten ediiion.

Morel Hunt, May 4th

Help us celebnrate our fournth anndvensary by joining owr Morel hunt, at Jenny Jump
State Forest, Sunday May 4th at 10:00 a.m. -

Dniving Instructions:

Take Route 80 and exit at Hope, N.J. proceed south on Route 521 untdil the intersection
04 519 and a Local noad towards Great Meadows. Twur Lefit {east) onto this Local noad
until you see ithe small "Jenny Jump State Fonest" sign; furn rnight and shontly the
paved road will become a dint noad, bean night at the fonrk; continue pasi the
childnen's swing sets and meet at the next patking Lok,
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1975 FORAY GUIDL

1. Wkess othemvise netified in oun club newsettor, we witl meet at the designated
!

place at 10:00 a.m., groups wld be forme ! and stanted by 10:15 a.m.  Late
arnivals should check (nwith the Foray {aden. o

~

Forays wife be held Rain on Shine. Dress acectdingly.

3. The menning foray will continue wntif 12:30, at which time a Lunch break wilk
be taken at a plaiic area designated by Lthe foray Leaden.

4. A genenal discussicn jollows Lunch, after which wi agtennoon foray will be
fommed and stanted by 1:30 P.M.

5. Membews have the rhoice of discussions on forau aften Lunch.

The foray Leadesx (s xespensible fon the conduct o4 the foray and the cooperation
04 membens 45 expected.

G

7. Two fables will be set aside; a coflectict and display table. Membens are Anvitec
to place any specimens collected dwiing e fosty on the collection Lable fon
the viewing and comments of the members. The furay Leaden wiLl select prime
examples, attempt (dentification, catalog them and place cn the display table,

§. The collection Listing will be given fo the neconding secretany.

9. Members are encouraged to baring friends and othens who may be interested in our
program to any club function.

10. Suggestions are welcome, please advise the foray Leaden orn any club ¢ gficen,

04 Venpa, Monchelfla and Gyromitra - by Sam Ristich

These ascomycetous fungl symbolize spring. Tn the Montheast (exclusive of Maine)
these fungd arne found onbly fon a shont period of Lae between Apnil 15 and May 25.°
Fon most gowwmets, gyromitras and morels top (he List. Each yean, howeven, thene

ane neponts of people confined to hospitals aglen eating morels and gyromitras .
Recent reseanch may clanify these enigmatic poisoningsd. Experts now agree that .
morel poisoning 45 due to an allied genus Venpa - parnticuwlarly Venpa bohemica,

This ascomycete nesembles MonchelLa Semilibra but close examination of a Zongltudinal
sLice will neveal the following - Monchella semifibra 4s attached fLo the stipe by
about 50% of its cap - but bu only The tip of the cap 4n Verpa. M. semilibra has

a holtow stem whereas in V. bohemica the stipe is stuffed. So the moral £o monels 48
bewaie of monels with stuffed sfems and Loose caps.

As to Gyromitrnas - the stony 45 more complex - Finst thene 48 a distinet species
diffenence with G. brunnea and G. californica being poisonous and G, esculanta edible
but the distinction s not that simple - other conditions not cleanly undenstood -
Like age and place may promote the gonmation of a poison called monomethylhydwazine -
which <4 nocket fuel. The monomethylhydrazine L5 fomnmed in severnal steps through

an enzyme system. The age of the fungus may therefore deteamine the titne of hydrazin
This age difference may be the neason why some people get sick and othens do not grom
spectmens {n the same anca.

Hood Alice's wonds - "ALL that seems fo be 44 not!"

Editons' Note: This anticte should not be inicnpreted as an endoisement of
eating Gyromithas . - - s
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