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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Woods as White Space
A few weeks ago, I was looking for someone to go with
me to be at an NJMA Outreach table at an event in
Newark’s Central Ward. One person I asked responded
by saying ‘Why bother? Black people aren’t interested in
mushrooming.’ e obvious answer is ‘How do we know
that? We’ve never invited them.’ Why should black
people need a special invitation? Perhaps because we’ve
unwittingly communicated that mushrooming is only
for people of European descent.

e concept of white space means a place where there
are no signs barring entry, but where blacks, Latinos or
Asians think they aren’t welcome. In some cases they’re
right: One of NJ’s upscale shopping malls has repeatedly
been sued for racial discrimination. In our case, the
message of “white space” is certainly unintentional, yet
it seems pretty clear. Look at the NJMA website,
newsletter, and Facebook page for Latino, black and
Asian faces. ink about the message implicit in their
scarcity. ere is another group that NJMA does in
effect exclude: ose without cars. e only NJMA
events you can reach by public transportation are those
at Frelinghuysen, assuming you are willing to walk 35
minutes from the train station to the Arboretum.

When NJMA does an outreach table, we’re not just
looking for new members. We want to share with a wide
audience our fascination with mushrooms – these
strange (sometimes delicious!) members of the Fourth
Kingdom. We provide education about the many roles
fungi play in forest ecology. We want people to under-
stand and value the ecological relationships in a diverse
forest. We want everyone to feel the connection to the
woods that most of us do. e truth is that if NJ resi-
dents don’t value our forests, in the future we may find
our state lands “monetized” into (monoculture) tree
farms and biomass-to-energy projects. In which case,
we lose. e percentage of the New Jersey residents
who are of European descent has declined to 64%.
Reaching out to a broader base isn’t a “bleeding heart
liberal” strategy; it’s in our own self-interest.

e “big hitters” among the nature organizations have
formal programs to reach out to under-represented
groups, like Sierra Club’s Inner City Kids Outings
program. We’re not in that league. But we can be more
aware, more inviting, and more welcoming. Maybe we
could do just a few things differently than we always
have. It could be sending a flyer about an NJMA lecture
to Morris High School science teachers to post. It could
be scheduling one foray a year that can be reached by
public transportation. It could be doing one Outreach
event per year in a community under-represented in
NJMA, whether it’s Newark for the black and Latino

tell it here!tell it here!

Got a mushroom story to tell?Got a mushroom story to tell?

Send your articles and photos to njmaeditor@gmail.comSend your articles and photos to njmaeditor@gmail.com

Share your experience with fellow mushroomers!Share your experience with fellow mushroomers!

populations, or Edison for the south Asian population.

Let’s talk about it! 

Club Business
is year, elections of NJMA officers will be at our
November meeting, instead of December. at way, if
there is a “weather emergency”, the election can be
moved to the December meeting. e executive officers
(President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer) all
serve 1 year terms. Our new bylaws call for election of
trustees by the membership to 5-year terms that are
staggered. To phase in this system, this election will be
extraordinary: All trustees will stand for election, for
terms ranging from one to five years.

e bylaws allow for nomination by petition, but not for
nomination from the floor. e deadline for submitting
a petition is 30 days before the election. I suggest that
anyone interested in running for trustee submit his/her
petition by August 10th in time for the candidate’s name
to be listed in the September/October NJMA
newsletter. Contact Nominating Committee Chair Nina
Burghardt (jnburghardt@verizon.net) if you want to
suggest someone as a candidate. Contact me or Nina if
you want to know the requirements for nomination by
petition or have other questions. After the election,
there will be a speaker at the November meeting.

– Patricia McNaught

EDITOR’S NOTES

As you might have noticed, this issue of NJMA News is
a bit later and smaller than usual due to some editorial
staff personal problems. I just want to reassure those
people who have submitted articles and photos that we
will be using them in future issues.

e good news is that the weather has become fungus-
friendly and members are reporting large finds of all
kinds of goodies (especially boletes). I just had word
from one of our better collectors that he is starting to
find black trumpets and chanterelles.

What are you waiting for? Put down this newsletter and
get out there collecting. at’s what pot-hunters do!

– Jim Richards

mailto:jnburghardt@verizon.net
mailto:njmaeditor@gmail.com
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NJMA REACHES OUT TO THE
PUBLIC IN NEWARK, NJ
by Patricia McNaught

We had some concerns driving into central Newark for
the  NJMA Outreach event in early May. e neighbor-
hood is not one of Newark’s safest, and from looking on
Google Earth, I expected derelict buildings and brown
fields. But our destination turned out to be a complex
with greenhouses, fountains, and lush gardens
surrounded by a wrought iron fence. It was across the
street from an 11-acre site where a retail and residential
complex is nearing completion. We were at the Spring
Block Party of the Greater Newark Conservancy, whose
mission is to promote environmental stewardship to
improve the quality of life in New Jersey’s urban commu-
nities. We set up and checked in with the organizer, who
worried that the light mist falling was keeping down the
attendance. As it turned out, we were happy the turnout
wasn’t heavier – almost all the people who walked by our
table stopped to see what we were about and many
stayed to talk. e response to our exhibits was very
enthusiastic; all day long we heard “that’s fascinating,’‘ “I
never knew that,’‘ “How beautiful,” “Who would have
known?” Admittedly, at most Outreach events, NJMA
competes with butterfly exhibits, live snakes, and touch
tanks with fish, none of which were at the Block Party. At
least half the people who stopped by warmly thanked us
for bringing NJMA to the Block Party, which, in my
experience, is something that rarely happens.   

I really hadn’t had any idea what the reaction to the
NJMA Outreach table would be, but I never anticipated
the level of enthusiasm and interest we received. A
couple of people did say that it was wonderful to see us
at the Block Party because it was a hopeful sign for their
community to have white people feel safe enough to
come. We didn’t go to Newark to improve race rela-
tions; we went to share our passion for all things mush-
room. But if a few stereotypes got shaken up in the
process, that’s okay too.  

P.S. – anks to my ever-so-supportive spouse, Todd Van
Gordon, for coming with me to this Outreach event.

WELCOME TO THE
ONLINE EDITION
OF NJMA NEWS

For the great majority of you who are viewing the online PDF
of this newsletter, please note that most web links and
email addresses are clickable.Clicking on a web or email
address will launch your web browser and take you to the
specified page or open your email software so you can send
us an instant email. Just look for the “click finger” when you
hover your mouse over these items.

No more clumsy “writing it down”
or copying and pasting!

PHOTO BY TODD VAN GORDON

PHOTO BY TODD VAN GORDON
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CALENDAR OF  UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, July 11
12:00pm

CULINARY GROUP COOKOUT
Harry Dunham Pavilion, Basking Ridge
Pre-registration is required. Contact Jim Richards at jimrich17@icloud.com.

Sunday, July 12
10:00am

FORAY: HORSESHOE BEND PARK
Kingwood (Hunterdon County)
Leader: Nina Burghardt  (In-depth identification with microscopes and chemicals follows)

Saturday, July 18
10:00am

FORAY: MEADOWOOD PARK
Merndham (Morris County)
Leader: Dorothy Smullen

Sunday, July 26
10:00am

FORAY: THE TOURNE COUNTY PARK
Boonton (Morris County) Leader: Mike Rubin

July 30 - August 2 2015 NEMF SAMUEL RISTICH FORAY
New London, CT 
http://cvmsfungi.org/nemfregistration.html

Saturday, August 8
10:00am

FORAY: HOFFMAN COUNTY PARK
Union Township (Hunterdon County) Leader: Igor Safonov

Sunday, August 16
10:00am

FORAY: CHEESEQUAKE STATE PARK
Matawan (Middlesex County) Leader: Bob Hosh

Saturday, August 22
10:00am

FORAY: MANASQUAN RESERVOIR ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER
Howell (Monmouth County) Leader: TBA. For information about this foray, contact Nina Burghardt at
jnburghardt@verizon.net. (In-depth identification with microscopes and chemicals follows)

Friday & Saturday,
August 28 -29

BIOBLITZ: POCONO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER (PEEC)
To register, reserve a room, and/or order a T-shirt, go to http://tinyurl.com/qhp6eu8 and click on the
registration form. If you have questions, please contact Sharon Sterling at sterlingsharon6@gmail.com

Sunday, August 30
10:00am

FORAY: STEPHENS STATE PARK
Hackettstown (Warren County) Leader: Jim Richards

Sunday, September 13
10:00am

FORAY: WAWAYANDA STATE PARK
Hewitt (Passaic County, just north of West Milford) Leader: TBA

September 24-27 NAMA 2015 BLUE RIDGE FORAY
Black Mountain, North Carolina (Registration is full, but you can request to be added
to their waiting list)

Sunday, November 1
10:00am - 4:00pm

FUNGUS FEST 2015
Co-chairs: Liz Broderick and Terri Layton

e New Jersey Mycological Association
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization whose aims are

to provide a means for sharing ideas, experiences,
knowledge, and common interests regarding fungi,

and to furnish mycological information and
educational materials to those who wish to increase

their knowledge about mushrooms.
PHOTO BY JUDY GORAB
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WHAT KINDS OF BOOKS WILL
I FIND IN THE NJMA LIBRARY?

Ask G us !

NJMA is the proud owner of a varied collection of over
270 books on various aspects of the “world of the gray.”
Many members of the association have had a hand in
curating this collection over the years. It currently is
being housed by the generosity of Terri Layton in a
spare room at a very favorable rent (as in free).

e herculean task of creating and keeping a reasonably up-
to-date catalog of the collection has fallen to the Circulation
Manager, Igor Safonov. He has created a database of the
books in the form of a spreadsheet. A recently-updated
version of the catalog, sorted by title and author, is available at
http://www.njmyco.org/downloadables/NJMA_library.pdf.

e collection covers a wide range of books. ere are
books that cover some basics of mushroom and fungi
such as Gary Lincoff’s National Audubon Society Field
Guide to North American Mushrooms and Louise
Freedman’s Wild About Mushrooms: A Cookbook for
Feasters and Foragers. ere are books that will be useful
to you for taxonomic research as you become a more
experienced identifier. For example, doesn’t this title by M.
L. Farr, et al., really pique your interest: How to Know the
True Slime Molds? And remember, we are talking about
Protista, even though we all know of a homo sapiens or
two who we think would fit nicely into that tome.  

Not all books in the collection circulate. ere are many
monographs and important books on taxonomy that
are considered irreplaceable and that more experienced
members rely heavily on. As such, there are special
requirements for getting access to these volumes. 

In the future, thanks to the wonderful generosity of the
estates of Dr. Eugene Varney and Bob Peabody, the
personal libraries of these two long-time members of
NJMA will be added to the collection. Perhaps one of
their books will become one that you check out of the
library and spend some time with.

Now that I’ve got you all excited about the collection,
have at it. 

To borrow a book from the library, send an email
requesting it by the date below to Igor Safonov at njmy-
comember@gmail.com, and then pick it up at the

NJMA event from Patricia McNaught. To return a
book, either mail it to Igor (media rate!) or bring it to a
library pickup/return event. is is a great way to “test
drive” a pricey mushroom book you’ve been thinking
about buying.

Finally, a nod to the photo provided by Jim Richards
that appeared in the inaugural column of your humble
writer. I hope you all enjoyed the perspective.    

Have fun! – Gus

REQUEST DATES PICKUP/RETURN DATES

August 4th August 8th (Hoffman Park foray)

October 7th October 11th

(Lecture meeting, SCEEC)

November 11th November 15th (Lecture meeting,
Frelinghuysen Arboretum)

Borrowing and returning books from the NJMA Library

NJMA PUBLIC OUTREACH EVENTS
a thank you from Sharon Sterling

A special thanks to volunteers Jim Richards, Patricia
McNaught, Todd Van Gordon, Janeen Pisciotta,
Virginia Tomat and Richard Kelly, who participated in
one or more NJMA public outreach events so far this
year: Pequest Hatchery Open House, Essex County
Earth Day, Newark Conservancy’s Spring Block Fair,
Bridgewater Eco-Fair, and Lawrence Nature Center's
Mother Earth Day Festival.

If anyone is interested in being involved in a future
NJMA outreach event (PEEC BioBlitz August 28-29,
the NJ WILD Expo September 12-13, or NJ Highlands
Coalition Festival September 20-21) please contact
Sharon Sterling at sterlingsharon6@gmail.com.

MUSHROOM ILLUSTRATORS WANTED
Thank you to all who have submitted mushroom illustrations which
have allowed us to enhance NJMA News for our members.

We are always interested in receiving accurate hand drawings,
sketches, or artwork in any variety of media to grace our pages. While
we cannot guarantee that your work will be published, we do file
each submission and consider it for use either in conjunction with
specific articles or for use as backgrounds or supplemental art when
needed. You retain your copyrights and you’ll be credited in all cases.

Contact our Art Director Jim Barg at jimbarg@bssmedia.com for more
information or to submit your work.

NJMA is now on

facebook.com/njmyco....
Visit NJMA on

PHOTO BY JUDY GORAB
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WHO’S IN A NAME?
Pulveroboletus curtisii
by John Dawson  (forty-ninth of a series)

Pulveroboletus curtisii (Berk.) Singer, a bolete that
ranges from New England south to Florida and west to
Texas, is one of twenty species of fungi and slime molds
that currently bear the epithet curtisii,1 commemo-
rating the pioneer American
botanical and mycological
collector Moses Ashley
Curtis, who was born 11
May 1808 in Stockbridge,
Massachusetts and died 10
April 1872 in Hillsborough,
North Carolina.

Curtis has been the subject
of several biographical
sketches,2 as well as a sesqui-
centennial monograph3 and
a scholarly biography.4 His
mycological work was dis-
cussed in an article by C.L.
Shear and N.E. Stevens in
vol. 11 (1919) of Mycologia
(pp. 181‒201) and his corre-
spondence with Miles Jo-
seph Berkeley in Ronald H.
Petersen’s monograph e Mycological Association of M.J.
Berkeley and M.A. Curtis (J. Cramer, 1980). e present
sketch summarizes details given in those accounts.

Curtis was the son of ankful (Ashley) Curtis (after
whose father, General Moses Ashley, he was named)
and Jared Curtis, a schoolmaster in Stockbridge who
would later become chaplain of the state prison at
Charlestown, Mass.  He received his primary education
at his father’s school and went on to Williams College,
from which he graduated in 1827. His activity during
the next three years is not chronicled in any sources I
have seen, but Shear and Stevens conjecture that he
spent much of that time “in botanical explorations in
the Berkshires.”

In 1830, Curtis went to Wilmington, North Carolina,
where he served for three years as tutor to the children
of Edward Bishop Dudley, who became governor of that
state six years later. He then returned to Massachusetts
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and began theological studies, but came back to
Wilmington in 1934 to marry Mary de Rosset.
Ordained as a Protestant Episcopal minister in 1835, he
served as a missionary in western North Carolina until
1837, then taught for two and a half years at an
Episcopal school in Raleigh, until health problems
forced him to leave that post and spend time recuper-
ating in the mountains, where he again engaged in

botanical collection and investigation. After
that, he served in a succession of pastorates
in North and South Carolina5 before settling
in Hillsborough, NC for the rest of his life.

Louis David Schweinitz had explored similar
locales in North Carolina fifteen years
earlier, and like him, Curtis’s opportunities
for botanical and mycological exploration
were limited by his ministerial duties – as
well as by the demands of rearing ten chil-
dren (five sons and five daughters), of whom
two died in childhood, but five lived on into
old age (one to age 90). But Curtis made the
most of the opportunities he had: He report-
edly kept a vasculum under the seat of his
sulky when traveling on missionary work.

Indeed, during just his first three years in
Wilmington, Curtis collected some 1031
species of plants, a number equal to “about a

fourth of the phenogamous flora of the United States, as
then known”,6 which he described in 1834 in an article
in the Boston Journal of Natural History (an article that
included the first accurate description of how the
Venus’s-flytrap Dionaea muscipula catches and digests
insect prey).7

1 Others include Arcangelielli curtisii, Badhamia curtisii, Ganoderma curtisii, Lycoperdon curtisii and Mutinus curtisii, the first two of which are further examples of double 
mycological eponyms.

2   Including that on pp. 64-65 of Harry Baker Humphrey’s Makers of North American Botany, an entry in the Dictionary of American Biography,  and  an article in Popular Science 
Monthly , vol. 34 (1889), pp. 405-410,  all based very closely on the account by omas F. Wood (“A sketch of the botanical work of the Rev. Moses Ashley Curtis, D.D.”) published 
in vol. 2 (1885), pp. 9–31 of the Journal of the Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society.

3 Moses Ashley Curtis, 1808-1872: Teacher-Priest-Scientist.  A Tribute on the Occasion of the 150th Anniversary of his Birth, by William S. Powell (1958).
4  Yankee Botanist in the Carolinas: e Reverend Moses Ashley Curtis, D.D. (1808‒1872), by Edmund and Dorothy Smith Berkeley (J. Cramer, 1986)
5  Listed on the plaque shown in the accompanying illustration, taken from the online document  “Moses Ashley Curtis of North Carolina” (accessed at www.curtis-curtiss.org/ 

document_view.asp?id=67), where information about Curtis’s children was obtained and from which the portrait of Curtis reproduced here was also copied. 
6  Wood, op.cit., p. 11.
7  “Enumeration of plants growing spontaneously around Wilmington, NC”.

Moses Ashley Curtis

http://www.curtis-curtiss.org/ document_view.asp?id=67
http://www.curtis-curtiss.org/ document_view.asp?id=67
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For help in identifying those species, Curtis sent speci-
mens to John Torrey, and within the next few years he
established contact with many other American and
European botanists, including Asa Gray and Elias Fries.
Around 1839, he began corresponding with the liche-
nologist Edward Tuckerman, and it was he who stimu-
lated Curtis’s interest in the cryptogams.

Seven years later, Curtis wrote to M.J. Berkeley in
England, declaring that, having exhausted the vascular
plants to be found in his vicinity, he had begun to collect
fungi, but lacked suitable books or anyone in America to
help him with identification. In exchange for Berkeley’s
assistance, he offered to send him specimens of every-
thing he collected.8 Berkeley was happy to oblige, and
supplied Curtis with a doublet that Curtis used from
then on to observe microscopic characters of fungi. 

e collaboration, thus initiated, lasted until Curtis’s
death, and resulted in a number of  joint publications,
beginning with a series of five articles (1848‒52) in the
American Journal of Science and Arts entitled
“Contributions to the mycology of North America”, and
ending after Curtis’s death with a series of articles in
Grevillea (1872-76) by Berkeley (“Notices of North
American fungi”). In 1851, through fortuitous circum-
stance, Curtis was able to spend many days scrutinizing
the Schweinitz herbarium at the Philadelphia Academy
of Sciences, from which he took some 1500 duplicate
specimens that he shared with Berkeley and Fries, many
of which Schweinitz had misidentified. Berkeley and
Curtis worked together on the Schweinitz material for
more than twenty years, but their correspondence was
interrupted by the War Between the States and in the
end little was published about it.9 Likewise, a planned
comprehensive treatise on North American mycology
never materialized. But Curtis did publish two volumes
under the title Geological and Natural History Survey of
North America, Part III, the second of which, subtitled
Indigenous and Naturalized Plants, was “probably the
most complete and scholarly state flora” published up to
that time (1867) and included fungi as well as flowering
plants.10 e year before, he also published a short book
entitled Esculent Fungi, prompted in part by his belief
that knowledge of edible fungi might help Southerners
cope with food shortages during Reconstruction.11

According to Petersen (op.cit., p. 41), in 1869 “Curtis
was afflicted by a troublesome sensation of disequilib-
rium” that caused him to give up microscopical work
and begin dispersing his remaining herbarium speci-
mens, many of which were sent to Farlow at Harvard, to
C.H. Peck in Albany, and to C.E. Bessey at the
University of Nebraska, in whose herbaria they are
preserved today. (Specimens that Curtis sent earlier to
Berkeley and Fries are preserved in their herbaria at
Kew and at Uppsala, and others he sent to the Academy
of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia form part of the
fungal collections there.) 

8  at same year Curtis also began corresponding with H.W. Ravenel in South 
Carolina, later serving as an intermediary between Ravenel and Berkeley.

9  Petersen notes that “large portions of unpublished manuscript reside with the 
Curtis papers” in the Southern Historical Collection at the University of North 
Carolina.

10  Dictionary of American Biography, p. 618.

11  A more comprehensive text he composed on edible and poisonous fungi failed to 
find a publisher.

WELCOME TO ALL OF OUR
NEW NJMA MEMBERS!
We’d like to extend a warm welcome

to the following members who joined us
between May 2, 2015 and June 20, 2015. 

We look forward to seeing you at lectures, 
forays, and other NJMA events. 

Happy ’shrooming!

Anthony Calabretta Collingswood, NJ
Sara Cohn Morristown, NJ
Patricia Coleman Titusville, NJ
Gabrielle Czernik Wanaque, NJ
Peter Donofrio Brick, NJ
Natalia Grant Sparta, NJ
Barbara & Ken Hyman Landing, NJ
Dmitri Loubychev Bethlehem, PA
Anthony Morello Wanaque, NJ
Caitlin Morrison Collingswood, NJ
Emil & Jennifer Nauerz Point Pleasant, NJ
Sandra Studer Lebanon, NJ

PHOTO BY STEVE STERLING



But Dorothy and Luke identified an Anulohypoxylon
multiforme and Dorothy identified a Peniophora
albobadia, which we have not previously recorded
on NJMA forays.”

e moral of this story is that even if morels or the
forager’s favorite fungi are not found, enjoyable experi-
ences can still be collected. On a beautiful spring
morning, just getting out among the new blooms of the
season and opening oneself to new, and perhaps, unex-
pected occurrences in the woods, something new can
be learned: if not from fungi, then from plants or bugs.
A nice walk in the woods can bring peace to one’s soul.

Among the new blooms noted during this foray were
those of children. New young faces are sources of hope –
they might grow to be future interested mycologists.

I don’t have a picture of Luke’s half-free morel because
so many curious people blocked my view. But, I do have
some from the walk and of a big nice polypore.

NJMA News is published bimonthly by the New Jersey Mycological Association.
Annual subscription price is included in NJMA membership annual dues.

Except where noted, articles may be copied or reprinted
with credit given to the author(s) and NJMA News.

Views expressed herein do not imply New Jersey Mycological Association endorsement.

forayreport

PRINCETON INSTITUTE WOODS
MAY 3, 2015
reported by Virginia Tomat, with comments by John Burghardt

On May 3, NJMA had the first foray of 2015 at the
Princeton Institute Woods. A more beautiful spring day
it couldn’t have been. All the prairies and trails were full
of white, purple and yellow small flowers transforming
the area into a floral paradise. When we arrived at the
park (earlier this time, not “just on time”) the parking
lot was almost full. Many people eager to begin the
search for morels were present. By my count, approxi-
mately 50 people (or more) were present. We brought
around 25 maps of the Princeton Institute Woods and,
in minutes, we ran out of them.

Fungi depend not just on dates, but on recent weather
events. Since the climate had been so irregular prior to
the foray, the woods unfortunately did not turn out to be
a fungal paradise. In comparison to the number of
foragers, the number of fruiting bodies found were few.
Luke and a few others “saved the day” (as John Burghardt
said) as they found a couple of “real” half-free morels or
Morchella punctipes (formerly M. semilibera) Probably a
few days after the foray, to the club’s misfortune, with the
proper weather conditions the typical black morel,
Morchella angusticeps (this is the name given to the
common black morels of the eastern USA) fruited.

John Burghardt sent me a list with 32 named species.
His comments:

“What do you expect when you send 70 people,
eager to find something fungal (and preferably some
morels) into an exceptionally dry woods in early
May? I expect to find: (1) Some fungi on the ground
but most on wood, (2) Maybe a new species that we
haven’t found before, and (3) Some disappointed
people who had their heart set on finding a morel.
We definitely had some unhappy campers because
we couldn’t show them any morels. Luke saved the
day by bringing in some “Morchella semilibera” but
I didn’t see the “Morchella esculenta”. I put the
names in quotes because we now know these are not
the correct names, since these species grow only in
Europe. But since I don’t know the new correct
names, we’ll keep these for now. We actually found
fewer fungi on the ground than I expected and some
of those were actually on buried wood. Most of the
things we found on wood were the usual suspects.

Part of the group who attended the Institute Woods foray.

Polyporus squamosus, a big nice polypore!

PHOTO BY VIRGINIA TOMAT
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